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Moss Point native Mack Dryden:shares a momont with his daughter Brittany 


Dryden’s heart remains 
at home in Moss Point 


By DONNA-MICHELLE MANNING 
Mississippl Press Staff 
Comedian Mack Dryden would rather cook 


cornbread with his daughter than hobnob at 
Hollywood parties. 


ayear. 


daughter took 
her first steps in his home state. 

Bail happy, with her little toothless 
grin,” id. 

Dryden, whose work includes a movie-of- 
the-week, two television shows, comedy clubs, 
conventions and commercials, said 
are the leading forces behind his success. 

“My mother quit work when I came along to be 
a Mom,” he sep foes bos area gps 
got our senses of humor my .-. Anyone 
who hows ay parents, knows what wonderful 
people they are.” 

La Sees a visited him on the set of the 
television show Paradise in November, 1989, 
when the actor played the town bartender. The 
Moss Point couple were even given a split- 
se bit part at the beginning of one episode. 
Herbert Dryden said he loved to see his son on 


on show because he 


standpoint, but 

of their craft, man i 

younger Dryden said his favorite 
done by his brother is a take-off on the 


p> Dryden 


(From Page 1-A) 
time he saw the impersonation of 
the eccentric singer. ‘‘I busted 
out laughing.” 

Though Tim Dryden thinks his 
brother is hilarious, the come- 
dian himself looks to their other 
brother Dary] for humor. 

“‘He’s the funniest man I 
know,’’ Mack Dryden said. 
‘Anyone who knows him, knows 
he is one of the funniest men 
around.” 


Daryl Dryden, 39, a 
Pascagoula attorney and Ocean 
Springs municipal judge, also 
plays guitar in a rock band on 
occasions ‘as a hobby.” 

“‘People can complain they 
didn’t win in Daryl’s court but 
they cannot complain he wasn’t 
fair,” he said. 

The middle brother said he 
knew his older sibling would be 
successful after he saw Mack 
and Jamie’s initial 


DRYDEN BROTHERS — Tim, Daryl and Mack Dryden pose in a 1982 
photo in front of their grandmother's house in Moss Point. 


performances in south Florida 
years ago. 

‘Even as subjective as a 
brother is, we could tell they 
were real good,” he said. 

He said their parents instilled 
a “be-anything-you-want-to-be”’ 
attitude in them as they were 
growing up. 

“They always encouraged us 
and pushed us — in any direction 
we wanted to go — as long as we 
followed the rules,’’ he said. 
“They just always wanted us to 
be sane and happy.” 

Judge Dryden said he had real 
sympathy for his mother having 
to rear three sons and a husband. 

‘*Mack has always been a 
cut-up, but all of them have been 
really,’’ she said. 

“‘Mama just remembers the 
good,”’ she said of herself, “‘but 
there were moments when I felt 
ue pinching their little heads 
off.”” 

The youngest Dryden, Tim, 
said seeing his brother on 
television is a ‘‘major thrill and 
sometimes a shock.” 


He said he thinks his brother 
caught the acting bug in high 
school during a school play. 

“J remember him kissing a 
girl on the lips during a play 
when I was a little boy,”’ he said. 
“J don’t know if that whetted his 
appetite for acting.” 

He said he knew Mack was 


IN CHARACTER — Mack's parents appeared on one co-star Sigrid Thornton, Neva Dryden and Mack 
episode of Paradise when he had a continuing role on Dryden. 
the show. From left are Herbert Dryden, Paradise 


serious about his craft when he 
saw “him and Jamie get in a '67 
Plymoth Satelite to drive to New 
York to get on a comedy club.” 
He said they made it on stage 
at a club but were playing at 3 


a.m. so they left for California. 
Tim Dryden said his brother 
must live in California if he is to 


continue working in his chosen 
field, but said he calls the state a 


Ra ala 


fantasy land. 

“When he comes back home, 
it’s a realness,’’ he said. ‘He 
loves home. I’ve seen him turn 
down things to spend time with 
frailys 35.) 9 Lis 
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